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the same field of his immediate predecessor among Icelandic
scholars. Except for Snorri's Edda and the poems of the elder,
or "poetic," Edda on which he drew, the mythology of the Ger-
manic peoples would scarcely be better known today than that
of the Druids; and possibly even less would be known about it
if the occasional references to religious practices in the older sagas r
were also wanting. Any other information, from German, Eng-
lish or classical sources, has no consistency except as it clusters
about Snorri's account.
Now, Snorri's Gylfaginning, Bragarcedur and Skaldskafarmal
are light literature, the work of an artist gifted with a Shake-
sperian sense for the ludicrous, and the Asa gods come through
his hands in what is perhaps an excessively humanised recension.
At any rate, whatever they may have been like in their legend-
ary shapes before they got into his hands, when they leave
his hands they are figures of no great stature considered as
deities.1 The mythological passages of the elder Edda have a
more sedate air than Snorri's anecdotes, and the passing refer-
ences in the older sagas to occasional rites and observances of
a religious or magical nature give more of an impression of
sombre superstition than is conveyed by anything Snorri has to
say. But when all is said, the fact remains that Snorri is the one
chief and indispensable informant, and that his anecdotes will
have to be taken, with whatever weighting may seem necessary,
as the only consistent body of information extant on this head.
Other sources stand to Snorri very much in the relation of mar-
ginal notes and glosses.
Barring a certain lightness, approaching flippancy, then, on
Snorri's part, and barring the visible influence exercised by the
Greek Olympian system on his schematic grading of the Asa
^Translators and commentators have commonly approached Snorri's
work with their minds made up for solemnities, not untouched with
filial piety and theological exaltation. The interpretations so arrived at
have showed as large an excess of magnitude and divinity in the Asa gods
as Snorri's ipsissima u&rba may show too much of horse-play and slack-
twisted human nature.